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 Were you one of the thousands waiting and watching 

Super Bowl 51 and hoping to see the New England Patriots 

finally lose?  Were you thinking the game was over at 

halftime, and you headed to bed?  If you did turn the game 

off, you missed one of the most epic comebacks in Super 

Bowl History! 

 Super Bowl LI was held in Houston, Texas between 

the Atlanta Falcons and the New England Patriots.  The game began after a histor-

ic coin toss from former President George Bush, who lives in Texas.   The Falcons 

and Patriots looked evenly matched throughout the first quarter leaving the score 

at zero to zero. 

 The second quarter brought about quite a few touchdowns from Falcons 

quarterback Matt Ryan.  He led the team down the field four times leading to 

three TDs. The Pat’s were only able to score a field goal. 

 The Halftime Show was by legendary performer Lady Gaga.  She began 

with a leap off the stadium.  She sang four songs and danced and flew around the 

stage. 

 Then began the third quarter and again both teams seemed evenly 

matched.  The Patriots scored 8 points and the Falcons ended the quarter with an 

additional seven points. 

 But the fourth quarter was brought about by epic plays and come-

backs!  The Patriots scored 19 points and held the Falcons to zero, tying the score 

and bringing the game to overtime! 

 The Patriots were the first to score in overtime, ending the game with a 

score of 34-28. 

 Tom Brady's Super Bowl jersey went missing after game. Tom Brady said 

he put it in his bag, but when he left the stadium it was gone. He said, “if someone 

sees it on eBay please tell me.”  Tom Brady now has the most QB wins in Super 

Bowl history.  

Super Bowl review 
By: Connor Haney 

 1st Quarter Halftime 3rd Quarter End of  

Regulation 

OT/Final 

Falcons 0 21 7 0 28 

Patriots 0 3 8 19 34 



 

3D Printing Challenge 

Students in grades 5-8 are encouraged to participate in our first an-
nual 3D printer design challenge.  

 
See Mrs. Somers for Details!!! 

 

2017 Girls’ Softball Team 
 

Abby Mays 

KatieAnn McLaughlin 

Peyton Carasia 

Brooke Boker 

Parker Grimm 

Emma Massica 

Kayla O’Scanlon 

Maureen Scully 

Reilly Carroll 

Bella Hurta 

Sydney Shapiro 

Kelly Sniffen 

Laila Tatis 
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SPANISH CLUB UPDATE 

FAS Club de Español is collecting gently 
used summer clothing for  

the children of the  
Migrant Education Program of Mon-

mouth County. 
 

Please bring in gently used spring or 
summer clothing items - shorts, skirts, 
tank tops, t-shirts, bathing suits, san-

dals, flip flops etc. 
 

Any size is great!  
 

Collection boxes will be in front of the 
FAS Gym. 

 
Last day of the collection is Thursday, 

May 11th. 
 

Muchas Gracias! 
 

FAS Club de Español y Sra. McNicholas 



 

 Other than humans, many living things cooperate with each other every-

day.  Elephants are one of the many that do. They are more human-like in their way of 

thinking, than one would think. Elephants are socially advanced and have shown they can 

cooperate with one another to achieve a goal and empathize with one another. Three articles 

that were read in class, all stated that different mental experiments were performed on ele-

phants in groups and the articles showed how the elephants reacted to those situations. 

 The first article that we read in class was called “Elephants Can Lend a Helping 

Trunk” by Virginia Morell. It was about an experiment where two elephants worked together to earn a treat. Two 

bowls of corn were attached to a sliding table with a single rope thread around it. The only way the elephants could 

get the corn was if they worked together by pulling on the two ends of the rope at the same time. Prior to the experi-

ment, the elephants were trained at the Thai Elephants Conservation Center in Lampang where they learned how to 

pull the rope by using their trunks. Each pair of elephants had to work together to get the reward. If one pulled be-

fore the other, the rope would slip out from their trunks and leave the table and treats behind. “That taught them to 

pull together”, Joshua Plotnik, a postdoc in experimental psychology at the University  of Cambridge in The United 

Kingdom, said. To determine if the elephants understood that in order to make the table move they would have to 

wait for their partner, they would let one of the elephants out earlier than the other. “... One elephant would arrive 

at the table before the other and would have to wait for a partner to show up before pulling the rope”. The text 

states that they learned to do this faster than the chimpanzees and understood why the other partner was needed. 

 The second article read in class, an excerpt from “Elephants Know When They Need a Helping Trunk in a 

Cooperative Task” by Joshua M. Plotnik, went into further detail about the experiment than in the first article that 

we read. It explained where the table was placed and how it was set up. “A 7-m-wide volleyball net was strung be-

tween the two trees, anchored by two strong, taut wire ropes, forming a transparent but impassable barrier between 

the elephant and the table.” This tells me how the table was set up and where it was located during the experiment. 

During the trials, the mahout, a person who works with and tends to the elephants, brings his elephant to a single 

rope where he trains the animal to pick up the rope using verbal commands. When their elephants were ready, the 

mahout would put his hand on the elephant's ear or front leg. When both elephants were ready, the mahout lifted 

his hand and said go, signaling to begin pulling the rope. The elephants followed exactly what they were supposed to 

do and received a  reward of six half-ears of corn. The author wrote this article to further explain the experiment in 

the first article. 

 The third article that was read in class was called “Elephants Console Each Other” and it was by Virginia 

Morell. This article was about how elephants can identify and help other elephants in stressful situations. Joshua 

Plotnik did an experiment with Asian Elephants by comparing the elephant’s behavior during times of stress to pe-

riods when little upset them. Plotnik spent 30-180 minutes a day for one to two weeks a month for roughly a year, 

watching and documenting 26 captive elephants. The elephants were put into groups of six where they followed a 

daily routine that included bathing, feeding in the morning and tethering them at night. During the day, the ele-

phants were left alone to do what they pleased. Plotnik observed them throughout their leisure time to see how they 

would react to stressful situations. Some situations that they encountered were a dog walking too close to where the 

elephants were, a snake slithering through the grass, and the presence of an unfavorable elephant. When these 

things happened, the elephants usually flares it’s ears, straightens it’s tail, trumpets or roars loudly, or makes a low 

rumble to show its concern. Times where these situations happened were caught on camera. For example, in an act 

recorded on video, Mae Perm, and elephant in the experiment, rushes to one of the other elephants, Jokia, who was 

disoriented after hearing the roar of a caged bull elephant in another park close by. Both Mea Perm and Jokia 

pushed their ears forward and raised their tails. Mae Perm only did this after seeing the distress of Jokia. Mae Perm 

made loud chirps, also known as reassuring calls, and put her trunk on Jokia’s mouth showing that “I am hear to 

help you, not hurt you”. 

 Elephants are very intelligent animals. Lots of people second guess how smart they actually are. The arti-

cles that we read in class explain how elephants are intellectually and socially advanced.  The articles also explain 

how elephants show empathy for one another and comfort each other in stressful situations. 

 

By: Samantha Carew 

Students in the eighth grade were asked to read three informational articles about elephants 

and their cognitive aptitude. After reading, students were asked to compose a literary analy-

sis focusing on the author's purpose of each article. Here are some of the 

students' responses:  



 

Second Student Response 

 

 The actress Meryl Streep said, “The great gift of human beings is that we have the power 

of empathy.”  According to research, this applies to elephants as well. Not only can elephants 

show empathy, they also are able to cooperate with each other for a common achievement.  The 

following three articles describe experiments performed by scientists to determine how elephants 

work together to complete a task and how they react to other elephants who are hurt or are in 

danger.  After scientists studied the elephant's’ behavior, they concluded that elephants are em-

pathetic creatures who have the ability to cooperate with one another to achieve a goal. 

 The article “Elephants Can Lend a Helping Trunk” by Virginia Morell tells about the 

traits of elephants and explains experiments used to test if they can work together.  According to 

the author, elephants recognize when they need to cooperate. In the experiment, two elephants 

needed to pull a rope together in order to get a treat of corn.  If only one pulled the rope, neither 

one of them would receive a  treat. “The ability to recognize that you sometimes need a little help 

from your friends is a sign of higher social cognition, psychologists say, and is rarely found in oth-

er species.” In another experiment, when the elephant arrived at the table, the other elephant 

would have to wait for his partner before pulling the rope. “They learned to do this faster than 

chimpanzees” says Joshua Plotnik, the lead author of the study. Even though chimpanzees are 

also known as one of the most highly intelligent species and show the most human like qualities, 

they learn at a slower pace compared to elephants. 

 The article “Elephants Know When They Need a Helping Trunk in a Cooperative Task” 

by Joshua Plotnik explains the results of the experiments performed in Plotnik’s study in 

“Elephants Can Lend a Helping Trunk”.  The author gives specific dimensions and layout for the 

table, pipes, planks, volleyball net, ropes, and stopping post. It also explains the process used. 

During the experiment “two red food bowls were attached to wooden boards, 50 cm in length, one 

on each side of the table; as the table reached the stop point, the two bowls became available to 

the elephant just under the net.” The elephants we trained by mahouts to pick up and pull the 

rope by using voice commands. The actual trial used two halves of a full ear of corn. This was a 

“highly desirable but rarely used food reward at the elephant facility.” The data was collected 

from two video cameras over a period of five months in 2009.   

 The third article, “Elephants Console Each Other” by Virginia Morell discusses experi-

ments performed by Joshua Plotnik to evaluate the empathy of captive Asian elephants over a 

one year period in northern Thailand.  In the past, elephants had been  observed helping baby 

elephants who were stuck in mud.  They also used their trunks to lift up injured or dying ele-

phants.  Plotnik used observations to confirm that “Asian elephants do indeed get distressed 

when they see others in trouble - and they reach out to console them - just as we do when we 

someone suffering.”  They used their trunks to give other elephants a gentle reassuring 

touch.  Researchers recorded their reactions to stressful events such as the appearance of dogs 

and snakes.  Asian elephants were observed getting distressed when they saw other elephants in 

trouble.  Elephants also mimicked what emotions other elephants were showing.  Elephants were 

shown “adopting the same emotion” as those in trouble.  The conclusion of the study was that ele-

phants seem capable of recognizing sorrow or anxiety in other elephants. More studies need to be 

done in the wild. 

 Elephants have shown that they are extremely intelligent, and they have impressive social 

and emotional aptitudes. They have proven that they are capable of cooperating with one another 

to achieve a common goal and have demonstrated the ability to show empathy towards one an-

other when they see other elephants in need of help. All of theses characteristics of elephants 

prove that they are similar to humans. 

 

     By: Maria Spolador 
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Third Student Response 

 

 Do not underestimate elephants; they are known for exemplifying human like qualities when 

lending a helping hand. Elephants not only know how to react in stressful situations, but they also pos-

ses the ability to know how to console one another. The following articles examined experiments con-

ducted to measure their cognitive aptitude, cooperation skills and their ability to show empathy. 

 In the first article, “Elephants Can Lend a Lending Trunk”, written by Virginia Morell, it 

shows how elephants demonstrate cooperative skills. To test these skills, a team of scientists used a 

modified verison of experiments that they ran on chimpanzees in the 1930s, which required them to 

work together to earn a treat. The setup included “a sliding table with a single rope threaded around it. 

Two bowls of corn were attached to the table, but the elephants could reach them only by pulling two 

ends of the rope simultaneously.” Pulling on the rope before another made the other rope slip out, be-

ing unable to claim their prize. This meant that the elephants had to recognize they had to pull togeth-

er. To test their ability even further, they released the elephants at two different times. “One elephant 

would arrive at the table before the other and would have to wait for a partner to show up before pull-

ing the rope.” Joshua Plotnik  stated that they learned this faster than the chimpanzees. This exhibited 

that elephants knew why they needed a partner; thus demonstrating impressive cognitive aptitude. 

 In the second article, “Elephants Know When They Need a Helping Trunk in a Cooperative 

Task”, written by Joshua Plotnik, it goes more in depth about the general setup and experiment. He 

explains all of the materials and specific measurements used. To understand how the elephants gradu-

ally learned to wait, Plotnik explained how a “...rigid guide cable prevented any skewing of the table 

and thus eliminated incongruities in food. Two red food bowls were attached to wooden boards… one 

on each side of the table; as the table reached the stop point, the two bowls became available to the ele-

phant just under the net.”  During testing, vocal commands and rope-pulling strategies played critical 

roles. In the training trials, “a mahout would walk with his elephant to the single available rope end 

and train his animal to pick up and pull the rope by using vocal commands.”  While in testing trials, 

“the two mahouts stood at the release point with their elephants and restrained them by touching the 

ear or front leg.” Two procedures were taken place, simultaneous and delayed releases. To keep the 

elephants calm and relaxed during these experiments they used pieces of bananas and sugarcane. This 

article helped give a better understanding of what exactly happened during these trials and how the 

tests helped them to cooperate. 

 In the third article, “Elephants Console Each Other”, written by Virginia Morell, it explains 

how an elephant becomes distressed when seeing another in trouble, causing the elephant to console 

them. This shows that elephants now “...join a short list of other animals, including great apes, canines, 

and some birds, that scientists have shown to reassure others.” Studying this specific topic was difficult 

since they could not intentionally create stressful situations. During these times elephants may “...flare 

its ears and erect its tail; it may also trumpet or roar, or make a low rumble to show its distress. For 

example, when an elephant sees another elephant in a bitter mood they would take up the same man-

ner. This is known as “emotional contagion”. Emotional contagion is shown in an event recorded on 

video in which a “female Mae Perm rushes to the side of another adult female, Jokia, who was upset 

after hearing the roar of a captive bull elephant in another nearby park.” Mirroring Jokia, together 

they push their ears forward and raise their tails; only after seeing the other’s distress. Mae Perm 

then  starts chirping loudly and places her trunk in Jokia's mouth which is a signal of reassurance. 

This uncovers an elephant’s capability of recognizing distress in others, a behavior that requires empa-

thy. 

 Elephants not only know how to react in stressful situations, but they also posses the ability to 

know how to console one another. Therefore, they have proven their cognitive aptitude, cooperation 

skills and their ability to show empathy. These examples display that elephants share more similarities 

with humans than you thought. 

 

     By: Cailey Canessa 
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Give this puzzle a try! 


